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Numerous studies across the United States have examined the efficacy of breed-specific 
legislation (BSL). However, the evidence consistently reveals that these bans often produce 
results contrary to their intentions. In the short term, BSL can actually endanger communities 
by leading to increased breed abandonment. Over the long term, it deters responsible pet 
owners from obtaining necessary training, socialization, veterinary care, and insurance for their 
dogs. As is common with many policy issues in this country, such bans tend to exacerbate the 
problems they aim to solve. Despite extensive research by various organizations and academic 
institutions, no study has conclusively shown that breed bans effectively reduce dog-related 
incidents or manage dog populations.

Dogs involved in fatal attacks are not spayed or 
neutered.

97%

$107,000,000
Lost direct and indirect economic activity related to  
pet care in the City of Denver.
[*]A Quantitative Study of Denver’s Breed-Specific Legislation

$5,800,000

Communities in the United States have repealed 
BSL laws as ineffective, including all cities in 
Colorado. 
 [*]Humane sociecty “All dogs are equal”.

Cost for the City of Denver to enforce Breed 
Legislation. 
[*]A Quantitative Study of Denver’s Breed-Specific Legislation

100+

Why just Bully Breeds? What 
about other large breeds?
Every generation has a preferred “dangerous” 
dog breed. In the 50s and 60s, after WWII, it 
was German Shepherds. In the 70s, the Do-
berman bacame the preferred breed to label 
“aggressive”. In the 80s it was the Rottweiler. in 
the 90s, with the rise of mass-media and the 
Internet, it became the pit bull breeds. This was 
compounded by media representation position-
ing the breed as more dangerous than others, 
causing disproportionate coverage, propogating 
the narrative that pit bulls were the best breeds 
to guard houses or for use as protection dogs, 
which led to an increase in incidents. the 26+ 
breeds considered “bully” breeds are the most 
popular and populated breed in the country in 
aggregate, which is how their stats are typically 
compiled. This leads to a mistaken perception 
used by anti-dog organizations on fear cam-
paigns using these stats combined.

What will banning three 
specific breeds achieve?
According to the data - nothing. A review of 
bite statistics from Aurora Animal Services 
covering the dates both before and after 
the ban showed no discernable change, nor 
was there a measurable change in pit breed 
population in the city. In fact, lab mixes are 
the primary aggressor in the city of Aurora 
year-over-year.
[1]Aurora Animal Services - Under Review July 2024

Why did the City Council 
overturn the 2014 vote?
The change in laws was part of a broad-
er overhaul of Aurora’s animal code. 
Over an 18-month period, the city en-
gaged the public through surveys, public 
meetings, town halls[1], and public com-
ments. The results were overwhelmingly 
in favor of applying dangerous dog leg-
islation to all dogs, regardless of breed. 
Additionally, it was found that with so 
many ‘bully’ breeds existing—targeting 
just three out of more than 26 proved to 
be ineffective and often unenforceable. 

[1]kdvr.com/news/local/aurora-seeking-public-input-on-restrict-
ed-breed-ordinance-in-thursdays-virtual-town-hall/ 

Why is BSL discriminatory to  
humans as well as dogs? 
A 2020 study from the University of Denver 
found that BSL laws were “enforced dispro-
portionately in communities of color”[1]. In 
fact, BSL is often considered to be rooted 
in systemic racism due to the fact that pit 
breeds are often depicted in pop culture, 
on the media, and on social media as being 
the preferred breed of some often margin-
alized communities and demographics.[2]

[1] ”A Quantitative Study of Denver’s Breed-Specific Legislation”
[2] “the black man’s dog: the social context of breed specific 
legislation”

What professional orgs 
support breed legislation?
None. Every professional animal and civic 
organization opposes breed legislation 
as effective, including the AVMA, ASPCA, 
Human Society, American Kennel Club, the 
CDC, The American Bar Association, NCRC, 
Best friends and several others have all 
made statements against BSL as effective 
policy. 
[*]All organizations named have public statements on their 
websites.

[*]AVMA “A Community Approach 
to Dog Bite PreventionBSL Voter Fact Sheet

There is no data supporting the idea that Breed Legislation (BSL) 
has  worked in any community where it has been tried. In fact, the  
data indicates it can make a community more dangerous. 

2024 | Aurora, Colorado

What Causes Aggression?

More than 3 out of every 4 aggressive dog 
incidents in the United States are a result of 
intact (not-neutered) male dogs, regardless 
of breed. 

76%

Does a dog’s breed affect
its behavior?
No[1]. Except in some particular cases of 
genetically inherent behavior relevant to 
the use of a breed, all studies indicate that 
breed is not a predictor for aggression[2]. In 
almost every instance of pit breed 
aggression in Aurora, the dog was not 
neutered or spayed[3]. 

In the cases where breed *does* affect 
behavior, it is valid in less than 10% of 
behavioral variation[4]. The largest genetic 
research study on breed and behavior 
showed that behavior was defined by 
factors such as the dogs environment, not 
it’s breed[4]. 

BSL imposes a poor environment, discour-
aging responsible owners from getting 
training, socialization, insurance and veteri-
nary care, leading to detrimental behaviors 
in dogs, thereby making communities less 
safe.
[1] Study - “Ancestry-inclusive dog genomics challenges popular 
breed sterotypes”
[2] Study - “Ancestry-inclusive dog genomics challenges popular 
breed sterotypes”
[3] Aurora Animal Services - Under Review July 2024
[4] Study - “Ancestry-inclusive dog genomics challenges popular 

breed sterotypes”

[*]ASPCA “Are Breed Specific Laws Effective?” 

ascpapro.com


